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IBTADMISSIBILITY  OF  RITUALIST PLEAS.
can their claims that these services have prescriptive right in their favour be for one moment allowed.    It is in fact a misrepresentation so gross that it almost amounts to something worse; and it is, moreover, so easily met by facts and witnesses that it is strange that men of common sense should hare adopted it, unless we suppose that the Ritualists had been so long allowed to float quietly along without much notice or contradiction, that they fancied they might say anything they liked, without its correctness being challenged.    The Dean of St. Paul's himself acknowledged, in a letter to the ' Times/ that they were innovations,  and   anyone  whose   experience   or   whose memory carries him back to times anterior to the pseudo-Catholic movement has not an atom of doubt as to Dean Church being right*    It was a thing perfectly unknown for the minister to stand with his back to the people in the prayer of consecration, except possibly (and I only mention the possibility to guard against its being used against me) where the position of the Communion Table was such as to render the north end unavailable.    There was no single case of a clergyman having clothed himself in a distinctive vestment for the administration of the Holy Communion, though the Canon speaks of such a vestment as to be used in Cathedral churches (by Bishops,